Ongoing and Independent Assignments

Word of the Day (WoD) Notebook: At the beginning of each class you will be given a new word of the day.  You are expected to start work on your word of the day immediately upon entering the classroom. You will be responsible of writing down each word (definition, spelling, part of speech, word in a sentence) and keep track of each day’s words in your notebook.  The notebook may be stored in Ms. Gross’ classroom and taken home to study. If you are absent you are responsible of finding out the word you missed from one of your peers or Ms. Gross. You will be a given a quiz over the weeks words about every two weeks (depending on the schedule). A student in each section will be assigned the task of passing out notebooks at the beginning of each class period.
*These words are cumulative.  Therefore, they build on one another and should be used in daily use. At the end of each quarter students will have a test over all of the words thus far in the year.  At the end of the year there will be a test over ALL the words from that year.

*I strongly encourage students to make flash cards of each word and review them often…
Weekly Writing Wednesdays (W.W.W.) – Every Wednesday you will be asked to turn in a creative writing sample at the beginning of the class period in your writing folder to the W.W.W. tub.  These assignments may be turned in up to a week in advance, but will follow the same penalties as other late assignments.  These assignments are very loosely structured, as I am more interested in expressing thoughts in words than the structural format.  However, you will be required to write at least one full page and follow the specified heading.

Exit Tickets – Every student will receive a pad of Exit Ticket sheets for the entire year.  Every few days, I will ask students to complete an Exit Ticket before leaving the classroom.  These will be added into the participation grade at the end of each quarter.  The purpose of these tickets are for me to gather information regarding what is understood and what concepts still are unclear to students.  This way, we can focus on the important concepts more heavily.  These should be turned into the Exit ticket box on the wall as each student leaves the classroom.

Book Reports – Each semester, students will be required to complete a book report on a book of his/her choosing.  1st semester students will choose from the Fiction category.  2nd semester students will choose from the Non-fiction category. 
