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PART ONE
Directions: Circle the states in which corporal punishment is legal.  Answer the questions that follow.
Definition – corporal punishment: punishment administered by an adult (as a parent or a teacher) to the body of a child ranging in severity from a slap to a spanking
Where the states stand on corporal punishment: 
	Alabama--Legal
Alaska--Illegal
Arizona--Legal
Arkansas--Legal
California--Illegal
Colorado--Legal
Connecticut--Illegal
Delaware--Illegal
District of Columbia--Illegal
Florida--Legal
Georgia--Legal
Hawaii--Illegal
Idaho--Legal
Illinois--Illegal
Indiana--Legal
Iowa--Illegal
Kansas--Legal
Kentucky--Legal
Louisiana--Legal
Maine--Illegal
Maryland--Illegal 
Massachusetts--Illegal
Michigan--Illegal
Minnesota--Illegal
Mississippi--Legal
Missouri--Legal 
	Montana--Illegal
Nebraska--Illegal
Nevada--Illegal
New Hampshire--Illegal
New Jersey--Illegal
New Mexico--Legal
New York--Illegal
North Carolina--Legal
North Dakota--Illegal
Ohio--Legal
Oklahoma--Legal
Oregon--Illegal
Pennsylvania--Illegal
Rhode Island--Illegal
South Carolina--Legal
South Dakota--Illegal
Tennessee--Legal
Texas--Legal
Utah--Illegal
Vermont--Illegal
Virginia--Illegal
Washington--Illegal
West Virginia--Illegal
Wisconsin--Illegal
Wyoming--Legal 



1. In how many states is corporal punishment legal in schools? ____________________
2. Is corporal punishment legal in Missouri? _________________________
3. In your own words, define ‘corporal punishment’. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




PART TWO
Directions: Read the following article from ABC News and answer the questions that follow.  Highlight important information as you read.

Legislation to Ban Corporal Punishment in Schools Hits Congress
By SARAH NETTER
June 29, 2010— go.com
The debate on corporal punishment reached Washington today where a New York congresswoman introduced legislation to remove paddles from U.S. schools. While the idea of taking a paddle to a student's backside may seem archaic, even barbaric, it's still a well-regarded form of discipline in some corners of the country, mostly in the South.
U.S. Rep. Carolyn McCarthy, D-N.Y., said she's hoping to get her bill folded into a larger education package that could be debated later this year. She told ABCNews.com that she sees corporal punishment as a school safety issue that breeds more problems than it solves. "We know that children that are paddled end up being more aggressive," she said. "They learned that conflict is handled by striking out and hitting." McCarthy, who was herself rapped on the knuckles in Catholic school in the 1950s, said the paddle may not leave physical scars, but the emotional toll could last for years. Her legislation, she said, piggybacks on previous federal laws outlawing hitting a child in a Head Start program or a hospital setting. "When you see where the paddling can actually physically harm a child, those are the wounds you can see," she said.
Bill co-sponsor U.S. Rep. Bobby Scott, D-Va., who was paddled lightly in elementary school, agreed, citing studies showing higher dropout rates for students were who hit in schools. "It teaches the child that if you don't like what's going on you resort to violence," he told ABCNews.com "What kind of message is that?"
McCarthy said she hasn't gotten public pushbacks on her effort, "but I'm sure I will."
Corporal punishment is seen by some educators as an effective way to curb growing trends of student violence and misbehavior. And new advocates for corporal punishment are making headlines with regularity.
According to the U.S. Department of Education's Office for Civil Rights projections for 2006, the most current data available, more than 223,000 children got the paddle, compared with more than 3.3 million cases of suspension and more than 102,000 expulsions.
Paddling Opponents Say More Minorities, Special Ed Kids Get Hit
Last week, the school board in Memphis, Tenn., agreed to consider allowing corporal punishment in its schools after teachers said they would like the option, tired of current discipline options failing to make a difference.  According to the Center for Effective Discipline, taking their data from the Office for Civil Rights, Texas took the lead in the 2006-2007 school year with 49,197 students paddled. Mississippi came in second with 38,131, with Alabama close behind at 33,716. Based on the number of students in each state, Mississippi used corporal punishment most often, paddling 7.5 percent of its students that year.
Earlier this year, Gilbert Leal, a tutor with the Dallas Independent School District, led a movement to "Bring Back Licks" in the school system, saying kids needed a reason to fear consequences for their bad behavior. "There aren't a lot of alternatives to dealing with 20 kids that get out of control because of one," he told ABC News in May. "You can suspend them, send them to the office. We have a great school counselor. ... And when none of that works, what do you do?" Leal was subsequently released from his job with the Dallas district.
In addition to their argument that paddling only teaches violence with violence, Scott and McCarthy said corporal punishment is used more often on minority and special education students -- black students were more than twice as likely to get hit than white students, they said. The department's data showed that 53 percent of the children disciplined with corporal punishment were white, compared with 35 percent for black students. But black students make up just 17 percent of the school population, compared with whites at about 56 percent.
McCarthy and Scott suggested schools do less hitting and more positive reinforcement, rewarding children for the behavior educator's expect. Paddling, Scott said, "does not inform the student as to what they should have done. Maybe what they should not have done."

1. In your own words, explain the reasons FOR using corporal punishment as a discipline practice.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
2. In your own words, explain the reasons AGAINST using corporal punishment as a discipline practice.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. How does Jonas’ community use corporal punishment as a discipline practice?
__________________________________________________________________________________________
4. In your opinion (using the information from chapter 7), is this an effective way to discipline children in Jonas’ community?  Explain your response. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
[bookmark: _GoBack]5. In your opinion (based on the reading above), should schools be allowed to use corporal punishment in schools?  Attach another sheet of paper and explain your response in 5-6 complete sentences. 



