Name __________________________________
Logical Fallacies 


Bandwagon Fallacy 

Any argument that defends or recommends a behavior by pointing out how many other people have the same behavior. 

Remember when you told your mother, "But I have to have it! All the other kids have one!"? She probably answered, "If all the other kids jumped off a bridge, would you do that, too?" 

Write your own Bandwagon Fallacy: ________________________________________
Ad Hominem (Personal Attack or Attacking the Person)
The fallacy of responding to an opponent's argument by changing the subject to the person who gave the subject, introducing the false assumption that a person of this sort cannot offer an argument worth considering. One can deflect attention from the arguer's position by shifting to discussion of the arguer's personality, character, associates, motives, intentions, qualifications, and so on.
Example: "Sam could not possibly make a good class president.  She eats dirt."

Write your own Ad Hominem: ______________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
Begging the Question
The classic definition is that the arguer uses premises that are no more likely than the conclusion. To see that this is a problem, remember that the conclusion is being supported, and support should be more secure than whatever it supports. So if the premises are just as questionable as the conclusion, the argument is unsound.
Example: "Of course John is a jerk. All men are jerks!"

Write your own Begging the Question: _______________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
Straw Man  

This fallacy consists of misrepresenting an opponent's position in order to make your own position look more reasonable. To be blunt, it involves putting words into your opponent's mouth that your opponent would not recognize as theirs. The difficulty with spotting the fallacy is that one must know enough about the issue to know when an opponent’s is being misrepresented.  

Example: If you vote for Smith, you're voting for a candidate who supports continuing government waste and inefficiency, continuing decline in our nation's schools, and a weakened military.
Write your own Straw Man: __________________________________________________________
Red Herring (Changing the Subject / Lack of Relevance)
The fallacy of introducing, as reasons for one's position, a topic that is not of genuine relevance to the issue originally being debated. In effect, the arguer starts on one topic, changes the subject, and then proceeds as if there has been no change in subject.
Supposedly, the fallacy is known as "red herring" on an analogy with escaped convicts who might smear herring (a smelly fish) on themselves to throw bloodhounds off their trail. 
Example: "No, no, he's a friend of mine. He's not a moron at all -- he's a friend. I had a good time with him today." Canadian Prime Minister Jean Chretien, responding to reports that his chief spokesman had called President George W. Bush a moron.

Write your own Red Herring: ______________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________
Slippery Slope 
The assumption in question is that choosing one thing leads to, or is equivalent to, choosing a second thing. But the move from the first to the second is not immediate: one leads to the other by a series of small, likely steps. The result is then noted to be undesirable, and therefore, we are advised to avoid the first.
Hence, the name "slippery slope," which conjures up a picture of sloped ground that is slippery. If you take even one step onto the slope, you will find yourself down on the bottom, where you may not want to be!

Example: You shouldn't see any "R" rated action movies. If you do, you will expose yourself to situations that make violence look like fun, and exposure will lead to your accepting violence, which will lead to your own willingness to act out your violent impulses. Before you know it, you'll find yourself in court for some senseless violence that you've committed.

Write your own Slippery Slope: _____________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
False Dilemma (Limited Options Fallacy)
The fallacy of arguing by offering someone a false or unlikely set of choices. In other words.
Example: "Either Pat should study harder or take easier classes. Pat won't study harder, so Pat should take easier classes."  

Write your own False Dilemma: ____________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
